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Black-and-yellow Grosbeak Mycerobas
icterioides: a new species for Nepal

ALAN LEWIS

On 22 March 1993 T located a flock of about 100 Collared Grosbeaks
Mycerobas affinis at an elevation of about 3000 1, just below the Deorali
teashop, about 1Yz hours walk from Ghorepani on the Jomsom trek,
Annapurna Conservation Area, west-central Nepal. They were astonishingly
confiding as they fed on the ground under pine trees, although sections of the
flock would occasionally fly up into the trees when alarmed, but these birds
returned almost immediately,

I walked back to the teashop and met Richard Rowland. On returning to
the flock, I noticed a mid-grey grosbeak Mycerobas with the Collared
Grosbeaks. Wewatched this bird at close range for about 10 minutes, feeding
with the Collared Grosbeaks but also briefly near a male Spectacled Finch
Callacanthis burtoni. The main features noted were the uniform mid-grey
head, mantle and breast, black 1ail and wings, and a buffish belly and flanks.
There was no perceptible difference in structure or bare part colouration
from the nearby Collared Grosbeaks.

Onreference to Ali and Ripley (1983) it was easy to confirm our suspicions
that this bird was a female Black-and-vellow Grosbeak M. icterioides. One
feature not neted, presumably because the wings were held closed, was the
buff rump and uppertail-coverts.

"Thisis the first confirmed record of this species for Nepal, although Inskipp
and Inskipp (1991) mention a previous (probably erroneous) record, which
they place in square brackets. Itis also the easternmost record of the species,
apart from that of a specimen collected in Darjeeling, held in the collection
of the Zoological Institute in Leningrad (Neufeldt and Vietinghoff-Scheel
1684).
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Oriental Honey-buzzard Pernis
ptilorliyncus: a new species for the
Andaman Islands

VIBHU PRAKASH, NIKITA V. PRAKASH and
WILLIAM S. CLARK

While conducting surveys for diurnal raptors on the Andaman Islands, we
sighted and identified four juvenile Oriental Honey-buzzards Pernis
prilorhyncus, apparently the first records of this species for these islands. Ali
and Ripley (1978) do not mention these islands in the species’s distribution,
nor did Abdulali (1964, 1967) collect or report observing this species during
his collecting expeditions there. Finally, Tikader (1984) does notinclude the
Oriental Honey-buzzard in the list of birds for these islands.

On 16 February 1983 at Kalighat on North Andaman Island, we saw three
juvenile Oriental Honey-buzzards begin to soar about 09h00. The next day,
at about 09h00, we saw a single juvenile of this species soaring on the very
eastern slopes near Saddle Peak, also on North Andaman Island.

All four birds were identified by their wing and tail shape and long narrow
necks (Clark and Schmitt 1692). All of us are extremely familiar with this
species from numerous sightings in all parts of India. All the individuals
observed in the Andamans were judged to be juveniles by their darker
secondaries that contrasted with paler primaries when viewed from below,
and by the dark on the outer primaries extending from the tips inward beyond
the feather emarginations (Clark and Schmitt 1992), as confirmed by
photographs taken of three of these individuals. One of the three birds seen
on 16 February was a dark morph; the-others were light morph individuals.

We do not feel confident to judge the race of these individuals in the field
and, therefore, it was not possible to determine whether these birds were
migrants from north-east Asia on their wintering grounds (P. p. orientalis), or
were the offspring of local breeding birds or short distance migrants from
mainland India or Myanmar (P. p. ruficollis). Vaurie and Amadon (1962)
discuss the races and starus of this species.

This research was conducted by the Bombay Natural History Society as
part of its birds of prey survey project, Clark’s visit to India was supported
by the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service. D). Ferguson is thanked for his support
of this project.
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Golden-spectacled Warbler Seicercus
buvrkii: a new species for Malaysia

RICHARD GREGORY-SMITH

A Golden-spectacled Warbler Seicercus burkii was netted and photographed
at Sintok on 13 October 1991, Sintok is north of Alor Setar, and just below
the Kedah-Thai border. Mist-nets were erected in an area of semi-evergreen
rain-forest with some bamboo,

The nets were inspected at 09h50 and the warbler was found together with
a Siberian Blue Robin Luscinia cvane and a Yellow-breasted Flowerpecker
Prionochilus maculatus. The warbler weighed 9.5 g and its dimensions were:
overall length 112 mm, wing 58 mm and tarsus 22 mm, Ithad a single yellow
wing-bar and conformed in all respects with the description in King et al.
(1975). A photograph was sent to Dr David Wells at the University of
Malaya, who confirmed the identification.

Boonsong and Round (1991) refer to the Golden-spectacled Warbler as a
common winter visitor and passage migrant in Thailand, and indicate that
its range does not extend into the peninsula south of about 10°N. Smythies
(1986) refers to the species as a winter visitor/altitudinal migrant in Myanmar
(Burma), not recorded south of Amherst District in Tenasserim.

The capture of this species in Peninsular Malaysia shows a considerable
extension to its range, and adds a new species to the avifauna of that country.

REFERENCES

Boonsong Lekagul and Round, P, D, {1991) 4 guide te the bivds of Thailand. Bangkeok: Saha Karmn Bhaet.

King, B. F,, Dickinson, B. C. and Woodcaclk, M. W. (1975) A field guide to the birds of South-East Asia.
London: Collins.

Smythies, B. B, (1986) The birds of Burma. Liss, U.K.: Nimrod Press.

R. Gregory-Sinith, Universiti Malaysia Sarawak, 94300 Kota Samarahan, Sarawak, East Malaysia

1994 59

Guidelines for contributors

Ferktadd publishes original papers in the Englisk language (also, in certain cases, English transtations of
papers in Oriental ianguages) treating any aspect of the ornitholegy {c.g. disrribution, biology,
conservation, identification) of the QOriental region, i.e. the regicn bounded by the Indus River to the
west, Lydelker’s Line to the east {i.c. the easiern boundary of Wallacea), the Chang Jiang (Yangtze
Kiang) basin to the north and the Chagos Archipelago, Lesser Sundas, Christmas Isiand and Cocos
(Keeling) Islands to the south; the Japanese Nansei Shoto {islands south-west of Kyushu) are included,
and indeed material concerning any part of China or Pakistan may be published, Submissions are
considered on the understanding that they are being offered solely for publication by the Oriental Bird
Club, which will retain copyright. Referees are used where appropriate; all submissions are reviewed by
the Forkiaif Editorial Commitzee, and those accepted are normally published in order of receipt. (Some
further indication of the type of material appropriate for the journal is pravided in the inaugural editorial,
“The scope of Forkrail, Forktail 1; 3-5.)

Submissicns should be in one of the following ways: a) in duplicate, typewrilten on cne side of the
paper only, and double-spaced; or b) a single double-spaced typescript, accompanied by a word-
processed version on disk, preferably IBM compatibte and in WordPerfect 5.1, Macintosh and other
word-processing packages are acceptable, but in such cases rwo files should be sent, one in the original
word-processed format and one converted into an ASCII text file. The approximate position of figures
and tables should be indicated in the margin of the typescript. Papers should be concise and factual, take
full account of previcus relevant literature but avoid repetition of established information as much as
possible; opinions expressed should be based on adequate evidence. Titles of papers must be accurate
and concise, and (for the benefit of abstraction services) include any relevant scientific (taxonomic)
name.

Whenever possible, authors should consult an issuc of Forktad for style and layout. Spelling follows
The shorter Gford English dictionary, except that external fearures of birds are spelt and hyphenated in
accordance with the entry under “Topography’ in A dictionary of birds (1985). Spelling of place-names
accords (unless anothersource is specified) with the most recenct edition {currently seventh, 1985) of The
Times atlas of the world; we use ‘South-East Asia® and “Vier Nam®, Localitics with weli-kniown other
spellings or older names should have these placed in parentheses after their first mention, For localities
toe smatll to be in the Ténes atlas a source of the spelting adopted should preferably be indicated and the
precise geographical coordinates provided (these should be double-checked where possible). It is
appreciated that authors will not always have access to the above sources; in such cases the editor will
seek 1o inroduce conformity,

English and scientific names of birds should preferably foliow those provided by Sibley and Monroe
{1990} Distribution and taxonoury of birds of the world (as modified by the 1993 supplement}. On first
mention of a bird both English and scientific name should be given, thereafter only one, preferably the
English. Scientific trinomials necd be used onlyif subspecific nomenclature is relevant to the topic under
discussion. These recommendations also apply for any other animal or plant species mentioned,

Underlining (= fealics) is used for all words of foreign languages, including generic and specific
scientific names. Metric units and their internatonal symbols should be used; if it is necessary to cite
other systems of measurement, these can be added in parentheses. Temperatures should be given in the
Centigrade (Celsius) scale, Numbers cne to ten are written in full exceplt when linked with a
measurement abbreviation or higher number, thus “five birds but *5 km’ and “5-12 birds’; numerals are
used for all nuumbers above ten, four-figure numbers and above using the cormma thus: °1,234%, <12,345".
Details of experimental rechnique, extensive tabulations of results, etc., are best presented as appendices.
Authors of papers containing statistical anatysis should observe the provisions of the relevant section
of ‘Netice to contributors’ in a recent Jbis, Dates should be written 1 January 1985, imes of dayas 38h30,
17155 (24-hour clock;), etc. When citing a conversation {‘verbally’) or letrer (*in lint.”), the contact’s
name and initials should be included, preferably with the year of communication, A futi-length paper
must include a summary not exceeding 5% of the total fength,



