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Golden-spectacled Warbler Seicercus
buvrkii: a new species for Malaysia

RICHARD GREGORY-SMITH

A Golden-spectacled Warbler Seicercus burkii was netted and photographed
at Sintok on 13 October 1991, Sintok is north of Alor Setar, and just below
the Kedah-Thai border. Mist-nets were erected in an area of semi-evergreen
rain-forest with some bamboo,

The nets were inspected at 09h50 and the warbler was found together with
a Siberian Blue Robin Luscinia cvane and a Yellow-breasted Flowerpecker
Prionochilus maculatus. The warbler weighed 9.5 g and its dimensions were:
overall length 112 mm, wing 58 mm and tarsus 22 mm, Ithad a single yellow
wing-bar and conformed in all respects with the description in King et al.
(1975). A photograph was sent to Dr David Wells at the University of
Malaya, who confirmed the identification.

Boonsong and Round (1991) refer to the Golden-spectacled Warbler as a
common winter visitor and passage migrant in Thailand, and indicate that
its range does not extend into the peninsula south of about 10°N. Smythies
(1986) refers to the species as a winter visitor/altitudinal migrant in Myanmar
(Burma), not recorded south of Amherst District in Tenasserim.

The capture of this species in Peninsular Malaysia shows a considerable
extension to its range, and adds a new species to the avifauna of that country.
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Ferktadd publishes original papers in the Englisk language (also, in certain cases, English transtations of
papers in Oriental ianguages) treating any aspect of the ornitholegy {c.g. disrribution, biology,
conservation, identification) of the QOriental region, i.e. the regicn bounded by the Indus River to the
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and indeed material concerning any part of China or Pakistan may be published, Submissions are
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Club, which will retain copyright. Referees are used where appropriate; all submissions are reviewed by
the Forkiaif Editorial Commitzee, and those accepted are normally published in order of receipt. (Some
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“The scope of Forkrail, Forktail 1; 3-5.)

Submissicns should be in one of the following ways: a) in duplicate, typewrilten on cne side of the
paper only, and double-spaced; or b) a single double-spaced typescript, accompanied by a word-
processed version on disk, preferably IBM compatibte and in WordPerfect 5.1, Macintosh and other
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word-processed format and one converted into an ASCII text file. The approximate position of figures
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full account of previcus relevant literature but avoid repetition of established information as much as
possible; opinions expressed should be based on adequate evidence. Titles of papers must be accurate
and concise, and (for the benefit of abstraction services) include any relevant scientific (taxonomic)
name.

Whenever possible, authors should consult an issuc of Forktad for style and layout. Spelling follows
The shorter Gford English dictionary, except that external fearures of birds are spelt and hyphenated in
accordance with the entry under “Topography’ in A dictionary of birds (1985). Spelling of place-names
accords (unless anothersource is specified) with the most recenct edition {currently seventh, 1985) of The
Times atlas of the world; we use ‘South-East Asia® and “Vier Nam®, Localitics with weli-kniown other
spellings or older names should have these placed in parentheses after their first mention, For localities
toe smatll to be in the Ténes atlas a source of the spelting adopted should preferably be indicated and the
precise geographical coordinates provided (these should be double-checked where possible). It is
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English and scientific names of birds should preferably foliow those provided by Sibley and Monroe
{1990} Distribution and taxonoury of birds of the world (as modified by the 1993 supplement}. On first
mention of a bird both English and scientific name should be given, thereafter only one, preferably the
English. Scientific trinomials necd be used onlyif subspecific nomenclature is relevant to the topic under
discussion. These recommendations also apply for any other animal or plant species mentioned,

Underlining (= fealics) is used for all words of foreign languages, including generic and specific
scientific names. Metric units and their internatonal symbols should be used; if it is necessary to cite
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Centigrade (Celsius) scale, Numbers cne to ten are written in full exceplt when linked with a
measurement abbreviation or higher number, thus “five birds but *5 km’ and “5-12 birds’; numerals are
used for all nuumbers above ten, four-figure numbers and above using the cormma thus: °1,234%, <12,345".
Details of experimental rechnique, extensive tabulations of results, etc., are best presented as appendices.
Authors of papers containing statistical anatysis should observe the provisions of the relevant section
of ‘Netice to contributors’ in a recent Jbis, Dates should be written 1 January 1985, imes of dayas 38h30,
17155 (24-hour clock;), etc. When citing a conversation {‘verbally’) or letrer (*in lint.”), the contact’s
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